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If government is to be "of l a w  and not of n ~ r n , " ~  its lams must be 
recorded and preherved in a n  orderly manncr tha t  will make them 
accessib!~ to all who are concerned with government. 

It could have been such a realization in 1812 tha t  caused the  Gen- 
eral A w m b l y  of n'orth Carolins1 then to adopt the Inw that  resulted 
in the  cstablislimcmt of what today is the 66,000-volume North Car-  
olina Supreme Court Library. 

The law was ratified on C!lristiuns D a y  of tha t  year, m d  the law 
library tha t  i t  establishccl became and has reinnincd especially im- 
portant  because of being Kortli Carolina's only official repohitorp of 
the  printed legis la t i~e  acts, codes, and court decision> of the  Federal 
government and 1hc governments of each of the intlivicdual states of 
the United States. 

Althouqh relativcly fen. peol)le other than Inn-yers and State of- 
ficials cver have heard of the S ~ ~ p r c m c  Court T,ihrnry, tlw rewlts of 
i ts  u\ers1 work 1i:lr.e great influcmce upon the livci. of all ritizens of 
Sor t l i  Carolina. 

Foremost aniong the u v r a  of the Library arc the Chief ,Justice 
and the six Associate Justice.; of thc S ~ ~ p r c m c  Court of Sort11 Car- 
olina.? Their chambers : ~ n d  courtroom, likc tlie Supreme Court  Li- 
brary,  arc in thc Justice Buildiilg facing Capitol Square in Raleigh. 

Other official users include the ,Ju,1gcq and staff of t he  Court of 
Appealc, tlie Governor and his staff, 11~einbtr~  of the General Ae- 
senlbly and their staffs. the Attorney Gcnernl and hi< staff, and rep- 
resentatives of many other areas of State governnlent. 

Althongh full ut i lbation of the Library's facilitie. iq difficult for 
persons not trained in the use of lawbooks, the Library frequently 
is used by students, newinen,  and laplien who are intcrested in 
various a y x c t s  of the law. 

1 JIlqs. Con-s~. ,  ~ F C L ~ R ~ T I O V  O F  RTOIITS ar t .  30 (1780). 
2 They are Chief .Tnctice R. IIunl Par l i r r  and  Acsociate Justices William H. 

Bobhitt. Carlisle W. Higgins, Susie Sharp,  I .  Beverly I A e ,  Joseph Bmnch,  and  
J. Frenli Huslrins. 


